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“A book is a dream 
that you can hold in 

your hands.” 
- Neil Gaiman 

Dear America: Letters Home from 
Vietnam 
- Bernard Edelman 
This anthology of real letters sent 
home by the men and women  
serving in Vietnam offers an  
unfiltered glimpse into the realities 
of the Vietnam War. 

 
 
Eyes of the World: Robert Capa, 
Gerda Taro, and the Invention of 
Modern Photojournalism 
- Marc Aronson 
Photojournalism changed the way 
the world consumes the news, and 
has unimaginable power to change 
public perception. This is the story 
of two Jewish refugees who              

                             changed the way we bear witness  
                             to the world. 

 
March, Volumes 1 - 3 
- John Lewis 
This graphic novel memoir, told in 
three parts, details Congressman 
John Lewis’s experiences as a 
young Black man in the Deep South 
and as a leader in the Civil Rights 
Movement. Not only are these 
books an excellent first-person 
perspective on the Civil Rights 
Movement and it’s leaders, but it 
they are also an inspiration  

                                to all those who value getting  
                             involved and causing “good trouble.” 

They Called Themselves the KKK 
- Susan Campbell Bartoletti 
Full of primary sources from oral 
histories, diaries, and congression-
al documents, this book tells the 
true story of six friends in 1866 
Tennessee, and the group they 
formed: the Ku Klux Klan. 

 
 

 

Nonfiction  
Books 

High School  
Booklist 



Code Name  
Verity 
- Elizabeth Wein 
As she struggles 
to withstand the 
Gestapo interro-
gation, captured                  
British spy 
“Verity” weaves 
a captivating  

story about two young women 
serving their country and risking 
their lives during WWII. 

Dogs of War 
- Sheila Keenan 
This graphic 
novel collection 
features three 
stories, based on 
real events, that 
highlight the 
service of three 
canine  
combatants 

during WWI, WWII, and Vietnam.  

Flying Lessons 
and Other Sto-
ries 
- Ellen Oh 
This collection of 
short stories 
focuses on the 
unique things 
about each of us 
that make us 

different, and incredible.  

The Gentleman’s 
Guide to Vice and 
Virtue 
- Mackenzi Lee 
When Monty and 
his best 
friend/crush 
embark on a 
Grand Tour of 
Europe, they 

decide to have as much fun as two 
rich boys can. What could possibly 
go wrong? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR H IGH SCHOOL READERS 
La Belle 
Sauvage 
- Philip Pullman 
Returning to the 
world of The 
Golden Com-
pass, this book 
(the first in a 
trilogy), takes 

readers deeper into the politics 
of Dust as Malcolm, an acci-
dental spy, tries to get the 
infant Lyra safely to Jordan 
College. 

 
Legend 
- Marie Lu 
Day and June 
are from com-
pletely different 
worlds - he is a 
poor runaway 
and she is a 
rich military 
prodigy - and 

there is no reason for them to 
meet, except when Day is ac-
cused of killing June’s brother. 
As June hunts Day, they both 
begin to make startling discov-
eries about the world around 
them. 

 
Long Way 
Down 
- Jason Reyn-
olds 
Fifteen-year-
old Will has 
sixty seconds 
- the length of 
an elevator 
ride - to decide 

if he is going to kill the person 
who killed his older brother. But 
does Will really know what hap-
pened? And is he willing to pay 
the price for his revenge? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Six of Crows  
- Leigh  
Bardugo 
Set in the same 
fantasy universe 
as Bardugo’s 
Grisha trilogy, Six 
of Crows is a 
fantasy heist  

story. Kaz Brekker, uncrowned 
king of the criminal underworld, 
has the opportunity to get rich 
and get revenge, by doing some-
thing practically impossible. Can 
he and his ragtag group of 
friends pull of this heist, and  
survive? 

 
Spill Zone 
- Scott  
Westerfeld 
An unknown 
scientific event 
occurred in Addi-
son’s hometown, 
killing her par-

ents and most of the town’s 
residents. Addison’s reputation 
for sneaking past the military 
guard to take photographs gets 
her noticed by a strange group 
of people who want her to bring 
them something back from the 
Zone, but can they be trusted?  

 
To All the Boys 
I’ve Loved Before 
- Jenny Han 
Laura Jean Cov-
ey has a unique 
way of getting 
over her crushes 
- she writes them 
a letter, but nev-

er mails it. When someone sends 
all the letters without her permis-
sion, Laura Jean has to deal with 
the consequences, and ends up 
in a very unlikely  
situation. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Girl Mans Up  
- M-E Gerard 
Pen just 
wants to be 
herself, but 
everyone - 
including her 
parents and 
best friend -  
all has their 

own ideas of what that means. 
In order to stay true to herself 
and what she wants, Pen will 
need to discover what words 
like respect and loyalty mean to 
her. 

The Hate U 
Give 
- Angie 
Thomas 
When the 
police kill 
unarmed 
Khalil, Starr’s 
childhood 
friend, in 
front of her, 

her carefully balanced world 
begins to fall apart, and the 
safety of her community, and 
her family, might just depend on 
her. 

 
Kindred: A 
Graphic 
Novel  
Adaptation 
- Octavia 
Butler, 
Damian 
Duffy 
Octavia 

Butler’s powerful novel follows 
Dana, a young black woman, as 
she mysteriously travels from 
1970s California to the pre-Civil 
War South, where she becomes 
entwined in her own family 
history. This graphic novel 
adaptation is a stunning take 
on an already viscerally compel-
ling novel. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monster 
- Walter 
Dean Meyers 
Available in 
both novel 
and graphic 
novel format, 
and told in a 
combination 
of screenplay 

excerpts and journal entries, 
Monster is the story of Ste-
ven Harmon, a teenager on 
trial for murder.  

 
More Happy 
Than Not 
- Adam Silvera 
Aaron is 
struggling with 
his grief in the 
wake of his 
father’s sui-
cide. As new 

friends and tensions threaten 
his journey to find happiness 
again, he considers a 
memory-altering medical pro-
cedure, though it could cost 
him himself. 
 

One of Us is 
Lying   
- Karen 
McManus 
Five high 
school stu-
dents walk 
into detention, 
but only four 
walk back 

out. Police say Nate’s death 
was not accidental, and eve-
ryone knows he was planning 
to release juicy gossip on all 
four of the other students. 
Did one of them kill him, or is 
there another person on the 
loose? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saints and 
Sinners 
- S. K. Ali 
Growing up as 
a Muslim in 
America is 
difficult. Grow-
ing up as a 
woman in 

America is difficult. For Jan-
na, the combination of the 
two makes figuring out who 
she is and the power of her 
own voice very difficult. 

Scythe 
- Neal  
Schusterman 
In a far-
distant future 
where science 
has solved all 
of humanity’s 
problems, 

death no longer exists. Only 
Scythes are allowed to per-
manently kill another person, 
and two apprentice Scythes 
must grapple with what it 
means to take a life. 

 
Simon vs. the 
Homo  
Sapiens 
Agenda 
- Becky  
Albertalli 
Sixteen-year-
old Simon 
knows he’s 
gay, but he’s 

not ready for anyone else to. 
When a personal email to an 
anonymous online friend is 
shared around the school, 
Simon has to deal with the 
fallout of being forcibly outed, 
while trying to find out his 
anonymous crush.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


